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6 THE 2011 YOTTKPSS STUDY TOUR TO CANADA

At Yan Oi Tong Tin Ka Ping Sec-
ondary School, we make a point

of sending students abroad, most
recently on a Study Tour to Canada.
This expands their horizons and puts
them in a monolingual environment
and they come back from overseas
as role models for the rest of the stu-
dents. It is one thing to tell them that
English is an international language,
but a study tour is even better
evidence from their own experience.
They have a far greater understand-
ing of how difficult it must be when

it is necessary to ask for clarification
and no one speaks their mother
tongue, staying in a host family, for
example.

In 2011 summer time, the study
tour took the form of three weeks of
ESL(English as a Second Language)
studies in Canada, in the province
of British Columbia, combined with
excursions to points of historical,
cultural and geographical interest.
They also had the advantage of the
traditional homestay with Canadian
host families.

The ESL studies were themed
around Discovery of the New World,

Discovering Vancouver, Discovering
Canadian Icons, and Discovering
the Self through Music and Perfor-
mance. Three research projects on
Forests and Mountains, Rivers and
Oceans and Global Warming were
also undertaken. Students had to
interview and collect data with no
option but to use English.

They then reported on their experi-
ence to the whole school, making
sure they inspire students who do
not have the study tour opportunity
to recreate at least part of the expe-
rience in Hong Kong, by
increasing their exposure
to new words and new
ideas, or by interacting
with the NETS and Isa-
bel, our exchange stu-
dent, for example. Thus
the positive message of
how good it is to learn
and study is spread, and
the benefit is not just for
the students who got

to fly to another country
but for everyone in the
school.
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Outside the School in Canada

An Excursion to Whistler, B.C.
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