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(=) English Language: Senior Curriculum (S4-S6) for HKDSE

The mastery of English is vital to learners in Hong Kong, as it opens up new possibilities for
intellectual and social development, educational attainment, career advancement, personal
fulfillment, and cultural understanding.

Framework

The English Language curriculum framework comprises a set of interlocking components
including:

® subject knowledge and skills,

® inferpersonal, knowledge and experience strands,

® generic skills; and

® positive values and attitudes.

Structure and Organisation

The senior secondary English Language curriculum consists of a Compulsory Part and an
Elective Part.

Compulsory Part

Learners are encouraged fo continue with what they do at junior secondary level by task-based
approach to learn the four language skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking), grammar,
communicative functions, vocabulary and text-types.

Elective Part

The Elective Part serves the purposes of adding variety to the English Language curriculum,
broadening students’ learning experience and catering for their diverse needs and interests.
There are 2 main types: Language Arts & Non-Language Arts. All learners are requested to learn
at least 3 of the electives. (those with * are the electives offered in our school)

Language Arts Non-Language Arts

Learning English through Drama Learning English through Sports Communication
Learning English through Short Stories * Learning English through Debating

Learning English through Poems and Songs * | Learning English through Social Issues *

Learning English through Popular Culture Learning English through Workplace Communication *

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)

Papers Weighting & Time Details
Reading 20% Part A: Compulsory

(1.5 hrs) Part B: Section 1 (easy) / Section 2 (more difficult)
Writing 25% Part A: Compulsory -a guided writing (200 words)

(2 hrs) Part B: An essay on 1 of the 8 electives (400 words)

Integrated 30% Part A: Compulsory
Listening (2 hrs) Part B: Section 1 (easy) / Section 2 (more difficult)
Speaking 10% Part A: 8-min group interaction

(20 mins) Part B: 1-min individual response
SBA 15% Part A: Reading & viewing (4 texts)

Oral performance Part B: Elective (at least 1)
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